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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 02670 120931Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 MCT-01 
SY-05 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 PA-01 ICA-11 /080W 

080051 121522Z/45 

R 120903Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7947 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 2670 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, LE 

SUBJ: AVIATION SECURITY: ALBONICO CASE, BEIRUT 
REF: STATE 1 19602 

1 . WOMAN, 23-YEAR-OLD SWISS STUDENT NANNI ALBONICO, WAS 
IN PROCESS DEPARTINGBEIRUT VIA MEA FLIGHT TO ZURICH 

MAY 5 WHEN SECURITY CHECK DETECTED BOMB MATERIALS IN HAND 
LUGGAGE. MATERIALS CONSISTED OF 600 GRAMS OF EXPLOSIVE, 

A TIMER AND A BATTERY. PRESS REPORTED TIMER SET FOR THREE 
HOURS AFTER FLIGHT SCHEDULED TO TAKE OFF. ALBONICO WAS 
ARRESTED AND IS NOW IN CUSTODY OF LEBANESE MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE. 

2. G-2 IS TREATING MATTER AS A MILITARY INTELLIGENCE CASE 
WITH MILITARY PROSECUTOR ASS A AD GERMANOS CONDUCTING 
INTERROGATION. ALBONICO'S POLITICAL AFFILIATION AND 
PURPOSE SUBJECT MANY CONTRADICTORY STORIES. REFTEL VERSION 
IS ONE. ANOTHER OPINION, BASED ON PRELIMINARY INTER 
ROGATION, IS THAT ALBONICO IS DOUBLE-AGENT SENT BY ISRAELI 
INTELLIGENCE TO COLLECT INFORMATION FROM PALESTINIAN CAMPS. 
MATTER NOT CLEAR. G-2 ANTICIPATES HOLDING ALBONICO IN 
CUSTODY 6-8 WEEKS IN EFFORT DETERMINE PRECISELY HER CONN- 
ECTION AND MOTIVES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 02670 120931Z 


3. UNDER LEBANESE ANTI-TERRORISM LAW ADOPTED IN 1958, 
ALBONICO IF CONVICTED OF TERRORIST ACTIVITY COULD BE 
SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. BEIRUT PRESS MAY 1 1 
QUOTES GERMANOS AS SAYING ESPIONAGE CHARGES WILL NOT BE 
PRESSED SINCE ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF ISRAEL AGAINST 
PALESTINIANS ARE NOT ACTS DIRECTED AGAINST LEBANESE STATE. 
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